~~ * LAW « BUSINESS * HEALTH « <EAL ESTATE

- COM

.

MUNITY

AR o

EWSPAPERS’

YournFometawnNewstapen

FRIDAY, JULY 24, 1992

Marcus Ambrose For Circuit Court Judge

BY JAMES HURKE

lotof judicial cundidages say

they want to rewnic the

book Marcus Ambrose
has done it.

Ambrose, % candi-

date for Dude Circuit Cournt Judge, nastaken

it upon himself 10 literally rewrite the book

nsky, and potentially costly, for somenne
with o frivalous or weak cuse to g0 to court
Justice Delayed Is Justice Denied
After alawsuitis filed. it may take months
or yeuss for the case 10 go fo trial To help
eliminate delays, Amnbrose plans ta enforce
whenever possible the Suprenic Court of the

1 theie courtrvams
“This way. attorney s wan thave to learn
the topes in 4 L differentconrt rsamas at thest
clients eapense,” Anbrose sant
High Standards
Ambrose 13 ditw ng
the highest standard of behavior in his

on the Dade County circuit court
system — in le<s thun 411 pages.
Wuh hix landmark “Bluepnnt for
Justice™, Ambrose has laid the
groundwaork for sweeping, yet
workable change in a coun system
thatso desperately needs it. With his
"Bluepnnt,” Ambrose pledges (o pick
up where "Court Broom™ left off.
The System: Incffective,
Abusive, Chaotic

“The system is so ineflective, so
¢haotic, 50 abusive that an Atomey
can’(take a case for less than $50,000
into the circuit court and have any-
thing meaningfulleft for the clientat
the other end,” Ambrose said.

A huge investment of both lime
and money isrequited totry acasein
today s circuit court This has made
it impractical. if not impossible, for
an atiormey to accept @ case thal
won’{ resull in a large xcttlement.

“You've got 3 whole group of
people out there with serious prob-
teins who are not in 3 position to find
an uttorney who can help them. For
these people, there is no legal sys-
tein,” Ambrose xaid,

Even for individuals and corpo-
ranony that win substaaual settle-

courtraom He prannses to muin-
1 propec distance iomanorocys
o avoid any percepion of an “un-
even playing fiehd™

He alsa prosmses 10 hold in con-
1cnpt any alormey of withess who
dintortsthe truth, a practice he says
has hevome fur too accepred as of
lute

“Qnce there 1s 3 true conse-
quence for peryury, it will act as 3
tremendous detertent,” Ambrose
s,

By hecping his standands high,
Ambruose hopesthatothers will fol-
low his example

Practical ldcalist

Ainbrose is an idealist With his
Blueprint for Jusuice, however,

tbeose has done what few ideal-
isty will ever do tranaflorma vision
int0 a fncused, pracucal plan.

This pracncal idealiam has caught
the attenttan of City of Mismi
Mayur Javier Suures, real estate
developer Jeb Bush, Criy of Miam
Coinaussioner Miller Dawkins, at-
torncys Roy Black, Simoen Ferro.
and Joe Geller, and dozens of other
influennal Bude County residents
who have endorsed Ambhime

ments, massive case backlogs and
delays can make a victory in circuit
court 3 hollow one,

“Co you think that six years, ¢ight years
or 10 years later their monetary sward means
anything 10 them, 1n 2 real sense?” Ambrose
sud

Ambrose is determined 10 creale & court
system that works for everyone The Blue-
pnnt for Justice identifies major probiems
withtn the court system and offers a practi-
cal solution for each,

Too Many Cases

The circuit count has a huge backlog of
canes. Maore than 40,000 new civil cases are
filed in Dade's circuit couns esch year,
which translares (o almost } 000 new cases
pes judge. )

Ta combat this, one of Ambrose’s main
objectives as a Judge is 10 use mediation in
place of litigation whenever possible. Me-
diation is a valuubie tool used tao littie, lao
tate by most judges. Ambrose said. By pro-
viding parties with an opporntunity te resalve
their differences before going to trial,
Ambrase hopes (o greatly reduce the num-
ber of new cases heuding o court.

Ambrose plans to produce a videotaped
seminar that discusses the benefits of me-
di .The will be required view-
ing for all parties that came before him, If
the parties do not wish 10 use mediation sfier
viewing the seminar, 3 weitten explanation
by both attomeys will be required. If the
feasonscuted. in Ambrase’s opinion, are not
valid, the 1wo panties will be ordered 1o
nedigue.

“My fecling is thai when this medlation
appraschbecomes well-known and requited,
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Marcus Ambroae

State of Florida's guideline that states that a
civil jury trial should take ptace within 18
months, withia 12 months for & non-jury
wnal

By using his judge’s autharity to set cases
for 1rial sua 3ponse (on his own authonty),
Ambrose hopes (o send 8 strong message to
altorneys: prepare or beware.

One of the main reasons cases remain a
limbo so tong is the practice of mouon and
discovery, a praciice which Ainbruse calls
“one of the most absurd, wasteful and inef-
ficient hanisins for disg lution in
our court system.”

A moation is a small “battie” before the
“war” of the (ral where one pany asks
something of the othet punty or for judicial
Intervention. A judge granis or denies this
maotion. This process is bath overused and
abused by aitorneys, Ambrose suid. 8 tre-
mendous waste of the atlomey’s lime and
his client's moncy.

To get trials 10 coutt more quickly,
Ambrase will encourage panties to seitle
their differences without filing a motion. If
this can’t be done, he will have both panies
submit their argument to him to be ruled on.
If the motion warrants further attention, 3
hearing will be arranged via conference call
or, 35 an absolute lust reson, in person,

The battleisn’1aver ance the case goes o
trial, however. Juey trials, Ambrose said, are
far 100 time-consuming, To reduce the time
it takes complete a jury trial, Ainbrose will
hold meaningful pretrial hearings (o elitni-
nite superfluous wi and d
¢ procedure rarely used property by mogt
circuit court judges, he.said, -
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Seiting high gouls aiad working

hard for themn has always been a

trademark of Ambrose’s. Afler warking his

way through Michigan State Untversity,

Ambrose graduated with high honors

1973 und was invited to became 3 member
of the school’s Honors College

Ambtose sitended the presugious Umi-
versity of Michigan Law School. bui soon
uansfereed ta the Wayne Siate University
Law Schoot 1n Detrost 1o find a job that
would allow hum to pay his way through
»whuut und support his wife.

Ambrose was inthe top 10 percent of hiy
freshiman law class. He was invited 10 Join
the school’s law review, the highest honot
and distinctian given 10 3 fiest-year law
studeni. Ambrose was published sn Wayne
Law Review, 22, and went on o become
the Review's associste editor

“I have the intellectual capacity, but
because of who | am and what L had o do to
get through law school, | developed 3 prac-
tical sense, the ability to talk with and work
with waiters, busboys, salesinen, people
(rom all walks of life These qualities coa-
feace tamake me who tam That's why ')t
be effective as a circuit court judge,”
Ambrose said.

Tuis practicul side will ensure that the
people of Dade County will not only get a
tefarmer o Murcus Ambrose, but 3 top-
natch judge ss well

“My mission is 1o refor: s the legal sys-
tem theaughout the United States of
America My obligation is to the people of
Dude County. They will cone first

“Ifthe Blueprint for Justice guing recag-
nisign, and othet. interested - judpes and
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